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Welcome to Transparency Florida!  
 

The Florida Legislature created the Transparency Florida initiative to provide the public with access to     

information about state government spending. 

The Florida Constitution requires the Legislature to pass a balanced budget to authorize state spending 

for each fiscal year (July 1-June 30).  Most spending decisions are within a bill called the General 

Appropriations Act (GAA), although appropriations may be included in other bills.  Additionally, in order 

to consider necessary spending decisions outside the Legislature's annual session in Tallahassee, state 

laws also provide for the GAA to be amended through a budget amendment process.   

Transparency Florida is designed to give citizens information about how taxpayer dollars are allocated 

by the Legislature, how those allocations are amended and spent by state agencies, and what goods and 

services the state is purchasing from private companies.  

This Website will be updated nightly.  The goal is to increase fiscal accountability in state spending, 

providing citizens with a useful tool to oversee how their tax dollars are being managed and spent.  
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Getting Started  
 
To access the Transparency Florida website, use the following website address (url): 

  www.TransparencyFlorida.gov 

This address will bring you to the Transparency Florida home page.   

 
Transparency Florida Home Page 

 

 

System Requirements  

Transparency Florida is best viewed in Internet Explorer 8.0 with a screen resolution of  

1024 X 768 pixels and a color quality of 16 bit or higher. You will also need Adobe Acrobat Reader to 

view PDF files. 

http://www.transparencyflorida.gov/
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The Home Page 

 
Transparency Florida Home Page 

The Home Page contains Navigation Tabs, the Welcome message, a link to the Transparency Florida 
online tutorial, a link to the Operating Budget By Program Area report, and a link to the Government 
Program Summaries (GPS) website. 

Tabs 
The tabs located at the top of the Home Page are used to navigate to different areas of the 
Transparency Florida website.   The Operating Budget, Quick Facts and Search tabs include additional 
dropdown menus.  These tabs are the same no matter where you are in the system.  
 

 
Navigational Tabs 

Home   The Home tab takes you back to the Home page of Transparency Florida.  

Operating Budget The Operating Budget  tab allows you to select from a dropdown menu how 
you want to view the budget information:  by Agency/Ledger Format, by Bill 
Format, or by Positions. 
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Reports The Reports tab contains hyperlinks to various Disbursement Comparison 

reports, Operating Budget reports, and Fixed Capital Outlay reports. 

Quick Facts The Quick Facts tab allows you to view specific types of budget information 

from a central location.   For example,  selecting the dropdown menu for 

Amendments takes you to a listing of budget amendments. 

 Search The Search tab allows you to select from a dropdown menu how you want to 

search the Transparency Florida website:   by Bill Format, Budget Issues, or by 

Vendor. 

Links The Links tab contains hyperlinks to State Budget links (Fiscal Analysis in Brief, 

Long-wŀƴƎŜ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ hǳǘƭƻƻƪ о ¸ŜŀǊ tƭŀƴΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ /ƘŜŎƪōƻƻƪ, etc.) and School 

District links (Summary Budget reports, Annual Financial reports, etc.). 

Site Information The Site Information tab contains the Welcome Message, the Transparency 

Florida video tour, this training overview guide, an Agency Contact List, a 

Glossary, and a list of Frequently Asked Questions. 

Gauges 
¢ƘŜ IƻƳŜ tŀƎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ άgaugesέ  ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ .ǳŘƎŜǘΩǎ 

appropriations, dƛǎōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ   IƻǾŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ άƴŜŜŘƭŜǎέ ǘƻ see 

the dollar amounts or position numbers.   (See the legend at the bottom of the gauges for a description 

of what each needle represents.) 

 

The Operating Budget 
gauges provide a quick 
glance at the 
appropriations, 
disbursements and 
positions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The color-coded legend 
describes what each 
needle represents. 

 
Hover over the needles to see the dollar amounts. 
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General Tips and Navigation  
Transparency Florida is navigated through a tabbed menu system.  Transparency Florida acts like any 

other website ς items that are hyperlinked can be clicked on to open a PDF, open a new window of 

information, or navigate to another area of the website.  You will also see dropdown menus or pick lists 

with which you are probably already familiar. 

Throughout the Transparency Florida website, there are several items and symbols that appear on most 

of the pages you view.  These items are explained in this section. 

Breadcrumbs  

Breadcrumbs are a navigation tool that ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ƘȅǇŜǊƭƛƴƪŜŘ άǘǊŀƛƭέ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ 

currently being displayed.  Breadcrumbs appear at the top of the page beneath the menu tabs.  Click on 

any of the hyperlinks to return to that page.   

 
Breadcrumbs 

 
Fiscal Year Selection 
On many pages, you will have the option to change the fiscal year of the information being displayed.  

To change the fiscal year, click on the down arrow in the Fiscal Year dropdown box and choose the 

desired Fiscal Year to display.  Click Update to refresh the information displayed.   

Print  
Click this button to open a new window and display a printable version of the page. The Print dialog box 

will appear. Click the Print button to print the page. 

Export  
Click this button to download the information in the grid into an Excel file.  

Other navigational items specific to individual pages are explained in this guide as they appear on the 

various pages. 
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The Operating Budget  

The Operating Budget tab has three options for you to choose how you want to view the information: 
by Agency/Ledger Format, by Bill format, or by Positions. 

  
Operating Budget - Navigation Tabs 

 

 

Agency / Ledger  Format  

Click on the Operating Budget menu tab and then select Agency/Ledger Format to go to the Operating 

Budget in Agency/Ledger format.  The following page will display: 

Agency/Ledger Format  This selection displays the Operating Budget in an agency format or ledger 
format.   

Bill Format This selection displays the Operating Budget in bill format and allows you to 
search by bill index or Line Item. 

Positions  This selection displays a list of agencies and their position information. 
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Operating Budget Page - Statewide 

 

Tabs 

The Operating Budget page contains a second row of Navigation Tabs which allows you to choose how 
you want to view the operating budget data.  Each of the choices is explained below: 

 

 
Operating Budget Page Tabs 




















































































